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FREMANTLE PRISON 
Statement by Minister for Heritage 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Minister for Heritage) [12.16 pm]: Today I had the absolute privilege 
to attend the Fremantle Prison to mark 10 years since it was inscribed on the World Heritage List by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in recognition of its significant heritage value. I was joined by 
my parliamentary colleague and member for Fremantle, Hon Simone McGurk, and federal member for Fremantle, 
Mr Josh Wilson. 
Fremantle Prison is one of 11 Australian sites that comprise the Australian Convict Sites World Heritage Property. 
The prison is an intact and wonderfully preserved representation of the forced migration and penal transportation 
of prisoners across the world. Conservation of the significant fabric of Fremantle Prison, its collections of objects and 
its related stories are fundamental to the ongoing success of the site as a tourism destination. There is a significant 
cost associated with looking after our world heritage places. The best way to achieve this is for state and federal 
governments to share the costs. Today I announced that the McGowan government will commit $1.6 million from 
the WA recovery fund towards urgent conservation works at Fremantle Prison. This is on top of the $3.5 million 
we committed last year, some of which has already been used for conservation works to the main cell block. Part 
of this funding will go towards levelling the slope of the main parade ground to prevent future damage to the cell 
block caused by insufficient drainage. There is much potential for dynamic and interactive events set amongst the 
historical and beautiful buildings here at Fremantle Prison. This new funding will also go towards structural repairs 
to the hospital, which was constructed in 1857. The literature centre, which currently leases the building, will no 
doubt be delighted to see improvements being made. 
We have all been affected by COVID-19 restrictions. Potential ticket sales for the various tours and visitor 
experiences to the prison have been hampered due to the restrictions. The ever-popular tunnel tours—one that you 
should do, Mr Speaker—for example, are still not operating and school visits have dropped off. These ticket sales are 
vital to self-sustaining the prison to keep it operating so people can visit, explore, enjoy and learn. Fremantle Prison 
is Western Australia’s only built World Heritage site—the only one—and only World Heritage place in Perth. I am 
pleased that the McGowan government is investing in the protection and conservation of this iconic place of 
architectural and social history for Western Australia. 
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